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Health Law & Business News

House Panel to Use Insulin as Case Study for High Drug Prices

By Shira Stein

Energy and Commerce Oversight subcommittee likely to hold hearing in March
Jurisdiction for legislation lies with full committee

The House Energy and Commerce Oversight subcommittee plans to use the high cost of insulin as a
case study for the larger issue of high drug prices, Chairwoman Diana DeGette (D-Colo.) said in an
interview.

DeGette said the subcommittee will likely hold a hearing in March on insulin pricing.

Many other House committees are holding hearings on drug pricing, but the Energy and Commerce
Committee has the technical know-how and the sta� to “dive deeply” on drug pricing and the
jurisdiction to write legislation to address it, DeGette said.

DeGette also serves as the co-chairwoman of the Congressional Diabetes Caucus and has made the
issue a focus during her time in Congress.

DeGette completed a yearlong investigation in November 2018 looking at the insulin pricing market
and made several policy recommendations that have been discussed by other members of Congress
more recently, including capping out-of-pocket costs for certain prescription drugs and increased
pricing transparency.

DeGette and Energy and Commerce Chairman Frank Pallone Jr. (D-N.J.) sent letters to Eli Lilly, Novo
Nordisk, and Sano� Jan. 30, focusing on how they set the prices they charge for insulin, patents for
their products, how they could lower insulin prices, and how they expect the insulin price market to
change in the next �ve years.

The Senate Finance Committee also opened a bipartisan probe into the issue of insulin pricing Feb. 22
and sent letters to those three companies asking about their price-setting practices, research and
development costs, and product patents, among other issues.

To contact the reporter on this story: Shira Stein in Washington at sstein@bloomberglaw.com

To contact the editors responsible for this story: Fawn Johnson at fjohnson@bloomberglaw.com; Randy
Kubetin at rkubetin@bloomberglaw.com

Related Articles

mailto:sstein@bloomberglaw.com
https://diabetescaucus-degette.house.gov/sites/diabetescaucus.house.gov/files/Congressional%20Diabetes%20Caucus%20Insulin%20Inquiry%20Whitepaper%20FINAL%20VERSION.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/sites/democrats.energycommerce.house.gov/files/documents/E&C%20Letter%20to%20Insulin%20Manufacturers.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/2019-02-22%20CEG%20RW%20to%20Eli%20Lilly%20(Insulin%20Prices).pdf
mailto:sstein@bloomberglaw.com
mailto:fjohnson@bloomberglaw.com
mailto:rkubetin@bloomberglaw.com


3/30/2019 House Panel to Use Insulin as Case Study for High Drug Prices

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/health-law-and-business/house-panel-to-use-insulin-as-case-study-for-high-drug-prices 2/2

Eli Lilly, Novo Nordisk, Sano� Probed Over Insulin Prices (2) (Jan. 30, 2019, 11:08 AM )

Senate Joins House in Probing Insulin Prices (1) (Feb. 22, 2019, 5:04 PM )
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